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I wanted to discover and document the African-American history at Nathan Boone 

Homestead State Historic Site, so I constructed African-American Slavery and Freedom 

on the Nathan Boone Farm.  I found that tackling such a large research project can easily 

bog a researcher down, so I developed clear goals to outline my research. I've attached 

my final document for interpreters to use as a template for similar projects  Because the 

scope of this project was so large, I divided the work into the following sections: 

 

Nathan Boone as a Slaveholder –  Knowing how Boone utilized slaves before he 

arrived at the site, how his parents and family viewed slavery and the social environment 

of his youth was critical to my understanding of his use of slaves at my site.  

 

Slaves Belonging to Nathan Boone – My greatest goal was to discover the individual 

identities of the slaves on the farm.  With my research, I was able to uncover names, 

ages, and biographies.  Knowing where they went, and who they became, after 

emancipation has made a world of difference in how these individuals are interpreted at 

the site. 

 

Other African-Americans with Ties to the Boone Farm – In the course of my 

research, I discovered other African-Americans that could not be verified as slaves of 

Nathan Boone.  I used this section to begin their biographies, with the goal to try and 

establish a firmer link in the future. 

 



Slavery and Economy in Greene County – Any history of slavery is also a history of 

labor.  To learn more about what life was like for the slaves at your site, you need to 

understand the local economy, and your site’s place in it. 

 

African-American Life on the Boone Farm – There was very little evidence to suggest 

just how African-Americans lived at the site, both before and after slavery.  But once I 

understood the workings of the farm, I could extend my research, using that evidence to 

find farms that functioned similarly, and compare and contrast those to the Boone farm.  

 

The African-American Cemetery at NBHSHS – Finally, I tried to glean what clues I 

could from the most prominent resource we had at the site, the African-American 

cemetery, by comparing it to the white cemetery at the site, other 19th century slave 

cemeteries, and the later African-American community cemetery in Ash Grove. 

 

I am, of course, interested in what you uncover about your site, and I’m glad to help your 

research in any way I can.  Feel free to call me at (417) 751-3266 or e-mail me at 

dakota.russell@dnr.mo.gov. 

 


